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Continuing the Family Tradition at Camp Wannakumbac

When Mitch and Sarah-Anne Gusdal moved to Victoria, B.C., the
plan was to stay a few years and then return to Winnipeg. That
plan changed when Mitch’s dad, Darren passed away after a short
battle with cancer, a week before the 2014 season started at Camp
Wannakumbac.

“We came back because of mom,” Mitch said. “She and dad had
run camp together for as long as I can remember.”

Mitch and Sarah-Anne returned to Manitoba and immediately set
out helping his mom Janet get prepared for camp.

“Mom took over and figured things out,” Mitch said. “People in the
area helped out with the heavy stuff”

It got to the point where Janet felt she wasn’t enjoying the job as
much as she wanted but she didn’t want to leave camp in a bad
situation.

In the winter of 2018, the younger Gusdals were chosen to take
over, with Janet staying on as CFO. With Janet’s help Mitch and
Sarah-Anne plan on taking over that role too in 2019.

As a kid, Mitch lived at camp year-round, having the run of the
camp for two months each summer.

“It was a great place to grow up. I always looked up to the staff and
counsellors,” he said.

But when he took part in the camps he tried to avoid telling the
other campers his last name.

“I wanted to experience camp as the other campers did”
Mitch has a few plans as the camp moves into the new generation.

“We’re upgrading our facilities” he said. “That’s where some of the
grant work comes in. We're doing the best we can?”

Mitch enjoying a paddle with his dad Darren

Koinonia Community Joins Together to Keep Camp Viable

Experiencing homesickness as a child camper didn’t deter
Matthew Heide from eventually falling in love with camping. The
call to camp for Matt started in the early 90s, when he spent the
first part of the decade volunteering as a summer
counsellor at Camp Koinonia. In the summer

of 1997, while working maintenance at

Koino, Matt met his future wife Heather.

The couple married in 1999 and after

feeling the call, took over operation

of the camp: Matt in a management

position and Heather in charge of food

services.
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The Heide family sharing the Camp Koinonia story
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“People
who work_
at camp become

“We were in our late twenties when we got the position,” he said.
“We raised our kids there. Natasha was one when we started and
Andrew was born while we were there”

The call back to the farm came in 2010. Matt said he
needed to spend some time with one of his other
loves.

“I love feeding animals,” he said.

But Camp Koinonia struggled keeping managers
in place after the Heides left.

Mennonite Church Manitoba decided to sell the camp but
there were no real takers.

“A group that cared about camp; that wanted a place for kids in
the area to go to camp, got together and started negotiating with
Mennonite Church Manitoba,” he said.

The groups were able to organize a deal that would help both sides.

“We created a self-appointed group, one made up of people who

- cared about camp and were willing to be involved,” he said. “The

Mennonite Church would rent the camp back, at cost, for six or

| seven weeks each summer and our group could rent it out the rest

of the time”

Camp Koinonia Inc was incorporated as a not-for-profit in
November 2017.
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Your Donations Make a Huge Difference in Children’s Lives

This year, through the Sunshine Fund, we were able to help 614 children enjoy a summer camp experience. Sadly,
due to limited funds we were unable to send 48 children through the Sunshine Fund. We were able to find funding
elsewhere for the majority of these children through working with local community groups and using camps’ internal
campership programs. Over $213,000 was spent on
Sunshine Fund camperships in 2018.

Thank you for your continued support of the Sunshine
Fund. We are truly grateful for having you in our

corner, someone who realizes the importance of camp

for these children and how a camp experience can be a
positive turning point in their lives. When children are

in an environment where they can try new things, have
positive role models, have that sense of belonging, and the
opportunity to make new friends, it’s truly a one of a kind
experience that will stay with them for their entire lives.

Celebrating Donors Luncheon

The Manitoba Camping Association would like to say thank you to our
donors for your generous support in sending youth to camp through the
Sunshine Fund. We are hosting our second annual donors luncheon on
Thursday, March 14. Keep an eye on our website and social media for
more information. Details will be released as we finalize them.

Tis the Season Drop-in at the MCA Office
Join us at the MCA Office December 6, 2018

between 9:00 am - 4:00 pm for an opportunity to catch

up with the staff, meet other donors and people

who run the camps where the Sunshine Fund sends campers.

You can sample some of our apple cider, coffee & treats.

(camps and donors invited)
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Simply go to our website: DONATE

www.manitobacamping.ca, N OW
find the fun little icon, click on it and follow the instructions.
You will be taken directly to our CanadaHelps page, where

you can make a one-time donation or set up monthly giving.
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MCA Welcomes New Team Member
Manitoba Camping Association
would like to thank the Winnipeg
Foundation for supplying a

grant that will provide us with a
Communications and Marketing
Coordinator for 15 months.
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Find other ways to contribute on our website:
www.manitobacamping.ca

THE
WINNIPEG
FOUNDATION

Rick Scherger brings to the position
over 12 years of experience working
and volunteering for various media
and not-for-profit organizations.

Send Rick an email at:
rickscherger@manitobacamping.ca
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